AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for providing an a timesharc9 
electronic catalog, comprising: 

an electronic database comprising a plurality of data records, one or more 
of the data records comprising a master data set; 

a first subset and a second /ubset of the data records, wherein each of said 
first subset and said second suj/set comprising one or more data records selected 
from the master data set; 

a first bit vector indfex defining data records available in the master data 
set and a second bit vector index defining the data records in the first subset; and 

a software program comprising a masking module for selectively 
providing a first view for displaying the first subset to a first user, said masking 
module is further nor defining the first subset by performing a bitwise AND 
operation between said first and said second bit vector index . 



2. (Original) The system of claim 1, Wherein each of the plurality of 
data records contains a plurality of data elements. 



3. (Original) The system of xflaim 2, wherein each of the plurality of 
data elements contains product information data. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the masking module is 
further for selecting the firstyuser to which the first view is displayed. 
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5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of clainvl6, wherein the masking 
module is further for defining which data elements of the data records in the first 
data subset are displayed to the use, said maskmg module further for using a 
third bit vector index for defining data elements available in each record in the 
master data set, said masking module further using a fourth bit vector index for 
defining the data elements in the first data' subset to be displayed to the first user, 
wherein the masking module is further for performing a bitwise AND operation 
between the third and fourth bit vector indices. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the masking module is 
further for providing a view for displaying the second subset to a second user. 

9. (Original) lie system of claim 8, wherein the masking module is 
further for defining the; second subset by performing a bitwise AND operation 
between the first and/ a fifth bit vector index, the fifth bit vector index defining 
the data records in the second subset. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the masking module is 
further for defining which data elements of the data records in the second data 
subset are displayed to the second user, said masking module for performing a 
bitwise AND/ operation between the third and a sixth bit vector index for 
defining the aata elements to be displayed to the second user. 



/ 
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11. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the masking rnodule is 
further for preventing the first user from accessing of the data jn the second 
subset. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 11, whereuyrnasking module is for 
providing a view for each of the plurality of subsets; each view for displaying 
each respective subset to a plurality of respective u^ers. 

13. (Original) The system of claim/12, wherein the electronic database 
and software program are stored on a server connected to a network. 

14. (Original) The system/ of claim 13, comprising one or more 
derivative processors electrically connected to the network. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein each of the one or more 
derivative processors are foydefining one or more groups of one or more of the 
plurality users. 

16. (Original)/The system of claim 15, wherein the masking module 
defines which subsets are available to each derivative processor for display to 
each of the groups defined by the respective derivative processor. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 16, comprising a licensing module in 
the software program for maintaining and modifying the data within each subset 
based on a license granted to each respective user. 



N 
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18. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the licensing module is 
for maintaining and modifying the subsets available to each derivative processor 
based on a respective license granted to each derivative processor. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein software program 
comprises a billing module for billing each derivative processor based the 
respective license. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein at least one of the 
licenses defines billing based on the nunrfber of times one or more data records 
are displayed to a user of the respective'derivative processor. 

21. (Original) The system of claim 20, comprising a first set of meta- 
data for formatting one or more of the data subsets for presenting. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the format defined by 
the first set of meta-data comprises style and other parameters for presenting the 
one or more data subsets. 

23. (Original) the system of claim 22, wherein the first set of meta-data 
comprises computer instructions. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for providing an a timcshared 
electronic catalog, comprising: 

an electronic database; 

a software system for executing a first executable feature on the 
electronic database and a second executable feature on the electronic database z 
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said first executable feature having a first bit represetation associated with data 
elements in the electronic database, and second a secon d/bit represetation 
associated with a subset of said data elements; and 

a masking module in the software prograrr/for allowing a first user 
to execute the first executable feature , wherein said masking module configured 
to select a subset of data elements by performing^ a bitwise operation between 
said first bit representation and said second bit representation . 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the masking module is 
further for preventing the first user from/executing the second executable feature. 

26. (Original) The systenyof claim 25, wherein the masking module is 
further for allowing a second user /to execute the second executable feature. 



27. (Original) The sjstem of claim 26, wherein the masking module is 
further for preventing the second user from executing the first executable feature. 



28. (Original) The system of claim 27, comprising a plurality of 
executable features for executing on the database. 



29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the masking module is 
for allowing a plurality of users to execute one or more of the executable features. 



30. (Original) The system of claim 29, comprising one or more 
derivative processors electrically connected to the network. 
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31. (Original) The system of c 
derivative processors are defining one 
plurality users. 

32. (Original) The system of 



aim 30, wherein each of the one or more 
or more groups of one or more of the 



claim 31, wherein the masking module 



defines which of the executable features are available to each derivative 
processor for use by each of the gropps defined by the respective derivative 
processor. 



33. (Original) The system of claim 32, comprising a licensing module in 
the software program for maintaining and modifying the features associated 
with each respective user. 



34. (Original) The system of claim 33, wherein the licensing module is 
for maintaining and modifying the features available to each derivative 
processor. 



35. (Original) The system of claim 34, wherein software program 

lillii 



comprises a billing module for 
granted to the respective derivatrv 



ystem 



36. (Original) The s; 
billing each derivative processor 
derivative processor. 



tilling each respective user based the license 
e processor. 



of claim 35, wherein the billing module is for 
:>ased on the features available to the respective 



37. (Original) The system of claim 36, wherein the billing module is for 
billing based on the number of times one or more features are used. 
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